Welcome to our new

,autumn Season

&

Dates for your dlary &".

Tuesday 24th September at 7.30. ]
‘Much Ado About Nothing’ workshop °
(Jen Eglinton)

Tuesday 8th October at 7.30.
‘Heroes’ workshop (Pam Meredith)

Tuesday 22nd October at 7.30.
‘And Then There Were None’ workshop
(Sue Downing)

Sunday 27th October at 7.30.
AGM

Tuesday 29th October at 7.30.
‘Cranford’ workshop (Bob Graham)

Monday 4th - Saturday 9th November s
Performance nights: ‘The Herd’ (studio)

Sunday 17th November
All day Rehearsed Play reading. Time tbc

Monday 2nd - Saturday 7th December
Performance night: ‘Railway Children’

Tuesday 17th - Friday 20th December
Performance nights:
Christmas Entertainment

Saturday 21st & Sunday 22nd Decembe
Once Upon A Panto by KRYPT



LA nting

‘Tori Wakeman directs
this epic work and the
company must be
commended as whole
for the sheer amount
of detail in every facet
of the play both in the
performances and the
technical delivery’

Behind the Arras

‘théwedmbined result
lifts you at several
moments out of the
theatre and gives you
a genuine sense of
dread’ saindg the arras

‘none of this would be
relevant without the
stellar work of just two
of The Nonentities’ most
experienced performers,
Andy Bingham and Stuart
Wishart’

Behind the Arras

‘the sound design by Joseph Harper and
the live cueing was exceptional. From
the balance of the ghostly footsteps to
distant moorland winds and blistering
thunder claps - all against the onstage
dialogue - to the quiet creaking of doors
and key tUrNS’ sehind the arras




‘Then the lighting by David Wakeman.
This is probably one of the most ambitious
Productions for its lighting alone’

hind the Arras

‘Wishart’s performance was
exceptional in his poise and
was the perfect, logical anti-
dote to the passionate delivery
of Bingham, whose character
moves from servitude to virtual
hysteria in the final moments’

Behind the Arras

‘subtle changes in isolating scary moments
were crucial to the visual effects with scenes
transitioning from moody candle light to day
light and then the key lighted blackness and
timing to reveal the horror of the scary mo-
ments were well thought out and executed’

Behind the Arras

‘...did | mention the ghost? She made
quite an impact ...” sehindthe arras




Greetings from the Chairman
by Bob Graham

At the time of writing, the summer recess is drawing to a close, and | am reflect-
ing on what | think has been a successful closed season. We haven’t got
everything done that we’d like, but that will always be the way.

However, we should be very proud of the things that have been done. From refur-
bishment of the lighting box to clearing the walkways around the building’s exte-
rior, great efforts have been made by a host of members and not just on what was
a very successful clear out day, but in the weeks following. Moreover, it was all
done whilst creating a fabulous set for ‘The Haunting’, which | hope you will all
have seen by the time you read this.

However, the real piece de résistance is the Green Room refurbishment, of which
you will read more in this newsletter. It was wonderful to see the camaraderie
and teamwork from the members and we now have a rehearsal space that really
is fit for purpose.

Last season was a reasonably successful one in terms of audience figures and the
financial position of the society is still very good, but there is always room for im-
provement - not every show is a ‘Vicar of Dibley’ - so we are exploring ways of
promoting our programme and over the coming months you may see us trying a
few different things to hopefully improve audience figures.

Thank you to everyone who has contributed and here’s to a successful 2019-20
season.
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‘Every Picture Tells a Story’

Clear Out day saw the start of the long awaited Green
Room refurbishment project. Whose bright idea was
that? We started with a massive clear out of furniture,
books, models - you name it! As part of the project
Jess and her team have sorted out all the scripts into
order as well.

Getting going on Day One - Andrew, Hilary, Jess, Stephen and Sue - the ‘squad’
-painted for England. Andrew even washed the ceiling girders and light fittings.
We were then joined by so many helpers and our illustrious Chairman played a
blinder! Painting was interesting with those able to climb ladders and those not.
It was a long job and Anna discovered plastering skills. So now we have really
tasteful grey walls and we even did the woodwork in eggshell. Nick was the
skirting board expert - how posh is that for the Rose!

Carpet fitting was booked, only to discover that we needed to completely
re-board the floor. So not to be thwarted the squad ripped up the carpet and
then amazing job of doing the floor ready for carpet. We were much aided and
abetted in this by Colin Taylor - sawing and fitting the jigsaw pieces.

So now we have the carpet laid thanks to Steph and Matt Gibbons- this will be so
great for the Youth Theatre starting back this month. New cupboards ordered -
OMG - flat pack!

The next task will be to empty the Studio of all the rubbish. Studio has had a
coat of paint too. Meanwhile the light and sound box has been painted courtesy
of Andrew, after Keith, Mike, Alan and David manfully ripped out old extractors.
David W has re-wired. Henceforth this is now ‘Mission Control’.

This is now an area to be really proud of - the tidiness police will be on duty! Se-

riously, everyone has worked really hard. It would be invidious to list all who
have helped but you know who you are.
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From the Artistic Director’s
Safe Room! by Jen Eglinton

And so it comes around again: it doesn’t seem five minutes since the end of
last season! At the time of writing this, our first play of the new season, ‘The
Haunting’, is set to run next week, and the cast and crew have put a lot of
effort into creating this production. Well done to everyone: it was obvious
they were having a lot of fun both on and off stage. Our first Studio play, ‘The
Herd’, is due to start rehearsals in a couple of weeks and promises to be a
belter! If you haven’t already booked your tickets, please do so, and tell your
friends! Both plays have excellent casts, and | promise that you won’t be
disappointed!

All set for the second half?

Workshops for the first half have all been completed, and there were lots of at-
tendees. Great fun was had, and | was pleased to see both old and new friends at
the sessions! It is good to see people come along for the fun of it, even if they are
not available. That’s what it is all about, so please keep coming!

If you remember, ‘Chase Me Up Farndale Avenue, S’il Vous Plait’ did not have a di-
rector, but | am pleased to announce that Martyn Salter has agreed to take on the
burden, ably assisted and mentored by Pat Gale, a lady of many talents. The cast-
ing lists for the first half have all been sent out, and the P.A.G. have done their
best to accommodate everyone who put their name down for performance, so
hopefully all will be well.

Workshops for the second half have been announced, and top up availability
sheets are available in the office for anyone who is new, or just wishes to amend
their original submission.

A reminder that the 4 remaining
workshops / read throughs will
all take place either at the end
of September or during October.
(See ‘Dates For Your Diary’ page
for the details.)

Please could you return any amended AV sheets to the office by the date of the
A.G.M. After the workshops are completed the Directors are invited to submit
their Wish Lists, and it is hoped that P.A.G. will be able to process the gathered
information and announce the casting for the second half within a few weeks
after this.



Update on FOH
procedures

There will be a new system for disabled parking in an
attempt to simplify arrangements. Patrons requesting a
space at the time of booking will be allocated a bay
numbered 1 2 3 or 4. They will be sent a ticket with = —
this number on and asked to display this in their wind- 3
screen alongside the blue badge. We will still keep a T OINTVENT,
record in the usual folder for double checking. Duty |
managers are advised to keep a check on the parking, o
particularly with visiting acts where the audience is not
as familiar with our arrangements. There should always

be a ‘spare’ steward on these nights as there will be no
programmes for sale.

Please close - not lock - the entrance doors after the audience has left to
prevent the public from wandering into the theatre at the end of the evening.

There’s no need to collect the ticket stubs any more. Just meet and greet,
help audience members to locate their seats and use the clickers which should
be in the Front of House manager’s pigeon hole. Fill in your total on the
record sheet as usual.

FOH money record slips can be found in the set of small filing drawers near
the box office microphone. We have had a little tidy up of the office!



Remember that double points will be issued to front of house and box office staff
for outside pro shows (exc KODS/Carpet etc). We realise that many of these
nights are at the weekend, usually very busy with unfamiliar customers and often

it is difficult to fill the slots. We are trialling this for a season and welcome your
comments.

Office/Communications
improvement points

On the notice board in the front office will be found a
Day by day Calendar Grid of all the rooms in the thea-
tre and their usage for rehearsals, meetings, play read-
ings etc. If you are planning anything, please make sure
that the details are on the planner either by writing it
yourself, once it has been confirmed, or by asking the office to do so. It’s also
a good idea to check with the planner before fixing any date as you never know

what it might be clashing with! It also helps to keep the office guys in the loop
about activities.

= A ey

We have re-instated a Communications book (Big
A4 diary) located underneath the Calendar Grid.
This is used by Gary , Natalie and Josh to leave
memos for each other but can also be used by
members to leave messages eg front of house
things- box office issues re tickets, customer com-
ments/requests; can more j cloths be bought,
ladies loo not flushing etc, - we’re trying to get
away from bits of paper and post it notes.

Anne Booth




by Hilary Thompson

Hi everyone and
welcome to the new season.

Over the past 12 months we have welcomed fifteen new members. This is great! These
include: Steve Bougourd, Wendy Myers, Sally Howes, Ruth Follos, Alan Booth, Jane
Holt, Julie McBeth, Stella Bagnall, Heather Hill, Alan Parsons, Elaine Micklin Tom
Chawner and Ros Blackmore, who has returned to us now she is retired.

Some have been hard at work for more than 12 months, some are more recent addi-
tions and finding their feet. Most recently we welcome Barry Shufflebotham and Katie
Brown. Acting, props, set building, sound, publicity, rehearsal teas and all things Front
of House have benefited. Only two new acting additions and we are very much hoping
to attract new acting members this year. We have 3 in the pipeline as possibles. If you
know of anyone, just tell them to contact the office and they will pass it on to me.

I am always grateful to members for making new recruits welcome. | rely on everyone
to help with this. Once people have joined, it's not always easy for new people to feel
confident in such an established group. New members like to be contacted if we need
help and that can be any of us - contacts always available from the office or myself.

Rehearsal Teas - Sundays before production weeks for the double dress rehearsal.
Lyn Ravenhill coordinates these so please contact her if you feel able to help.

Good News
Congratulations to Steph
and Nat Austin on the Many happy returns
birth of their baby girl too to Keith Higgins
Edith in August. If we who celebrates his 80th
can't recruit new mem- birthday on the 26th
bers well at least mem- September.
bers are producing po- Congratulations on your
tential stars for us for milestone birthday,
the future! We might Keith.
have to instigate a baby
sitting rota at this rate.

Sad News
Annette Doyle, a loyal Front of House and Bar staff member, has died after a long

struggle with cancer. She has been a really active member of the local community in
many ways, but still found time to volunteer with us. Her cheerful, practical and posi-
tive input to FOH and bar will be much missed. | attended her funeral on our behalf
and gave our thoughts to Gareth and her family.

Message from
Keith .....

Reminder from







